How my Education at John Adams Academy Changed Me

When I was little ‘I-believe&"fﬁﬁt -'i‘noney was th'e.goal of life. That school was simply.
training for my fuﬁlre job, as w_eil-as i}pw fo bea good citizen, My parents migrated to America
from Vietnam, taking with them the good and bad of Vietnamese culture. The good include the
Vietnamese culture of respect to others, :e'specialiy the elderly. This trait I hardly see in America
today. However, alongside the good came the unquenching desire to gain material wealth, that I
see many Vietnamese unhealthy sfrive for. Before I went to John Adams, I believed in material
wealth being the end goal, now as I am about to enter the workforce I have a new end goal in
mind, not to gain riches, !b'ut "Eoi better myl 30'111'.: -

Sixth grade was my fﬁst'year goiﬁg to John Adams; it was that year that introduced me to
the classic books and rﬁéntors. Plato's allegory of the cave struck a deep hidden chord of truth
within me, although T did hot know it at the time: At this'point I believed humans knew
everything, not everything ini tﬂe'mafe'fiai world; like what's smaller than an atom, or every
mathematical formula, but that we disproved all "sup'efstitions". By superstitions I mean the non
material forces of the world. That included God, the soul, objective reality, and virtue. [ believed
all these things werd the prifitive belisfs SEaent bulbirss that himanity 'has thiow away all
those false beliefs years ago, aﬁd can now focus on creating a utopian society, with reason not
God as its center. So when I fiist read the allegory of the cave, I'cbmpieter contorted the true
meaning behind it to fit it w1th my W01ldv1ew at the time. In the allegory, a man who lived his
whole life in a 2 dark cave, Wlth no hght except a fne was br ought out and taken to the real world.

There, he realized that 'everythi_:rig-he saw in the cave was simply the shadow reflected from the



 fire, and that only outside the cave was the true reality, that outside was a reality more true than
in the cave. I believed that Plato was simply trying to tell us to live in the real world, that we

shouldn't lock ourselves up in our houses like cocoons. I did not understand that Plato was trying

to tell us to seck the truth of al g het realit "‘f5‘fhfe:;e:a-iilse,I:"re"fuse?d’te'.believe in any reality higher

~ “than the one ‘we are in. Whlle I neve admltted 1t 1 believed in the saying that "seeing is

believing". I wouldn't believe in any truth or God unless I could see it with my own eyes.

Another thmg that struck me was the fact that we were readlng books about heroes, who
didn't seek power for themselves but for a hlgher purpose In the Trojan War, Achilles fought not
for himself but for 'courage', and in A Tale of Two Cities, Sydney Calton sacrifices his life to save
his friend. Both of thesfe characters showed not just public virtue but also f)rivate virtue. I
understood public v1rtue, to do good aetlons in front of others ‘but I never understood prlvate
tnrtue Why should T be Vlrtuous when 6 ‘one is lookmg‘? There would be no benefit for me.

In the =se'nim")iee,r, we tead C.S Lewis's Abolition of Man. Lewis explains that the modern
materialistic mindset will destroy humanity. That once men helieVe that men are mere elements,
no different from monkeys, thiéy ﬁzin’do-‘uns‘péakaﬁle ihings to cach other. They will use astory
and science £0 dominate b\'zé‘ri ether men and w111 have no moral standard, ‘because to them a
moral standard IS eelﬁﬁle:t'ely' sﬁbj ECtivej thus worthless. After readihg this book, I realized that I
was one of the men that Lewis talked abeut in his book. I saw hitmans as merely evolved
animals, and that life was for%alhmg po'wér and Vt}eaith' for oneself, I reelized;that every Bobk we
reael, every lessen'on 'servaht leeidershipi every core value,rwas taﬁght not to imprison us in a set
of harsh rulés but to free our mm‘ds For; the first time ever, I helieved that humankind was truly
spe01a1 that there was an obJeetive reahty, ‘that I was stuck in a cave of lies, and desper ately

needed to escape and find the fiue 1ea11ty I ﬁnally ‘understood that the 10 Core Values were



taught to us, not so we can be g(:)b“'dfr'ﬁémbcrs of society, which is a positive effect, but so we can
practice them and improve our souls. Now I can admit that I know nothing. But as Socrates said,

"The only true wisdom is in knowing you know nothing." Even when I leave John Adams I will

continue to follow the Core :\(alue._s’;ifjg'ppt_inue"td-read the classics, continue to learn the art of
servant leadership, not become rich, biﬁ: to better my soul, which is a gift from my creator, that I

shall never take for granted again.



